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Identify “clone” or non-compliant
consumables

Scope and purpose p.3

A guide to identifying non-compliance and risks in the procurement and verification of
consumables, and to training the supply chain on the relevant aspects.

Main section p.7
Declaration of Conformity (DoC)

e WEEE considerations - A cartridge is an electrical and electronic device. A
cartridge requires power to operate and is therefore classified as WEEE.

e Chemical aspects - A cartridge is a device designed to contain and release
chemical substances.

CE marking and the importance of traceability

Purchase of consumables p.12

Before purchasing cloned or non-compliant consumables

Check traceability, documentation and compliance p.14

Regulations in different departments depending on the route of entry

A O Health and safety protection

Environmental protection

Fair single market

Identification of compliant remanufactured consumables
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SCOPE AND PURPOSE
Guide to identifying non-compliance and

risks in the procurement and verification
of consumables

The growing complexity of the printer consumables supply chain, coupled with the rise in ‘clone’
products and the possibility of purchasing them online, makes it essential to have clear and
verifiable criteria in place to assess their compliance. We will not go into aspects of intellectual
property or patent infringement, as this topic would warrant a separate comprehensive guide.
Without these criteria, neither safety, nor our health, nor the protection of the environment can be
guaranteed.

Compliance with regulations is particularly complex, as a single consumable may be subject to
requirements from different departments - which increases the risk that some aspect of it may not
be met - and it is also true that these provisions are reviewed and updated on a regular basis. Thus,
a product that meets current requirements today may no longer do so tomorrow. Furthermore, the
various regulations are placing increasing emphasis on full traceability and extended producer
responsibility.

Previous regulations Current Situation
NOT ALLOWED ENGRAVING
CE marking, serial number Permanent and indelible for 10 years
and country of origin on stickers. Xl

\

This guide takes a practical approach to this issue, highlighting that regulatory

compliance for printer consumables is a demanding process, and providing
criteria for identifying risks of non-compliance through checks.
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SCOPE AND PURPOSE_Guide to identifying counterfeit cartridges

Its aim

To ensure the protection of public health, user safety, respect for the environment and a fair and
sustainable market, by exposing unfair practices and helping to identify non-compliant and
hazardous consumables that cannot be reused, either technically or legally.

This objective involves not only supervision and control, but also an educational effort aimed at
facilitating manufacturers’, distributors’ and end-users’ understanding of the regulations,
promoting a culture of regulatory compliance and shared responsibility, reducing risks and
fostering a more transparent and safer environment.

“Compatible”

The term ‘compatible cartridge’ - as opposed to original or OEM cartridges - covers products of
highly variable quality and performance, ranging from reconditioned or remanufactured cartridges,
which have a positive impact on the environment and health, to completely cloned cartridges
manufactured by third parties that evade all traceability and fail to comply with standards. It is
therefore essential to check for basic elements of compliance and traceability on the product and
its packaging. These elements constitute minimum indicators for assessing the legitimacy and
safety of the consumable.

@ CE marking
@ Waste bin

@

Manufacturer
brand

HP Laser Jet_Print Cartridge 59X / CF259X
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SCOPE AND PURPOSE_Guide to identifying counterfeit cartridges

@ CE marking
@ Waste bin

@

Manufacturer
brand

Canon_Laser Cartridge 719 H

Neither permanent nor indelible
Avoids all liability and traceability
Result: a cascade of infringements

NOT ALLOWED
Sticker

Laser Toner Cartridge B-TN2420
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SCOPE AND PURPOSE_Guide to identifying counterfeit cartridges

Why is it important to implement the guidelines?

The widespread failure to comply with regulations governing the sale of consumables makes these
products a significant risk, due to their widespread presence on the market, their routine use in
enclosed spaces, and the potential release of substances during their use.

Added to this is their high environmental impact, stemming from their ability to penetrate
ecosystems — whether in powder or liquid form - and the resistance of their casings to degradation.
Unfortunately, the data confirms an exponential and worrying increase in harmful substances. For
the vast majority of this waste, the only viable treatment is incineration, as the plastics would
contaminate the material with which they would be mixed during recycling processes.

For a consumable to be classified as non-hazardous waste, a number of criteria must be met across
various departments. If not, this waste is classified as hazardous.

Unfair competition

The introduction of a non-compliant or illegal product onto the market constitutes unfair
competition, as it disrupts the market and puts manufacturers, distributors and users at risk.

How to use it

This guide takes a practical and structured approach that enables printer consumables to be
checked quickly and effectively. Each key compliance point is analysed according to:

e Whatitis: its purpose and function.

e What it should contain: minimum
required information.

e What to check: specific aspects to
verify validity and consistency.

e Riskindicators: signs that may indicate
cloned or non-compliant products.

Health and safety protection

Environmental protection

Fair single market

In this way, the guide enables a comprehensive assessment of the risks of non-compliance and
ensures that consumables comply with current regulations in all relevant respects.
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MAIN SECTION
Declaration of Conformity (DoC)

A legal document that must be available and accompany each piece of Electrical and Electronic
Equipment (EEE) placed on the market, in which the manufacturer or its authorised representative
in the EU declares that the product complies with the relevant regulations and sets out the
mandatory requirements and certificates.

Any non-compliance, however minor, automatically

renders the product non-compliant.

Manufacturer (1) dedares that the products (2} are in conformity with the requirements ofthe EU legislations and harmonized s tandards (3} |

1 Manufacturer [eurepean bramch)

TECHNIC AL FILE COMPILED BY

FPLACEOF IS5UE

DATE OF ISSUE

DECLARATION REFERENCE
TITLE OF AUTHORITY

| |
z | Product name |
| Model |
| Serial numbers |
3| Legislation name | Legislation [ Harmonized standards
| WEEE -2 | 201211/ EU |
| ECO-DESIGN | 2005/ 125/EC |
| RoHS | 201 1/65/EU |
| REACH | EC 1907/2006 |
| PRODUCT SAFETY | [UE2023/588 |
| PRINTER AND CONSUMABLES | the |
| LOW VOLTAGE | 201 4/35/EU |
| EMC ELECTRO MAGHETIC | 201 4730/ EU |
[CLP CLASIFICATION LABELLING FACK | [CE} 1272/3008 |
| | |
|
|
|
|
|

No signature present? ~ DO NOT PROCEED
AUTHORIEED BY SIGNATURE /

HAM

e

QR KR @@@@@@@@@@@@@@ RRXXXR

The Declaration of Conformity (DoC) must always be duly signed by the authorised representative
in the EU (EAR). Without these two requirements, the product is not valid.
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Full document
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MAIN SECTION_Declaration of Conformity (DoC)

CE marking

CE marking is a mandatory symbol in the European Union that guarantees a product complies with
all requirements, provided it is supported by a valid Declaration of Conformity (DoC). It should be
noted that the marking alone has no value, and that its incorrect use is one of the main indicators of
counterfeit or non-compliant products.

In the case of consumables, the mandatory legislation and regulations are: RoHS (Restriction of
Hazardous Substances), REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of
Chemicals), WEEE (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment), EMC (Electromagnetic
Compatibility), CLP (Classification, Labelling and Packaging) and GPSR (General Product Safety
Regulation); as well as the regulations relating to the CE marking.

CE marking + DoC (Declaration of Conformity) duly

signed by an EAR (European Authorised Representative)

It must ensure traceability —by being permanently,
visibly and legibly displayed— and Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR).

In the case of consumables, this does not apply solely
to the packaging!

Market surveillance authorities must be able, for a
minimum period of 10 years, to identify the economic
operator who placed the product on the market and
their European representative.

The importance of traceability in consumables

Traceability makes it possible to identify the origin of a cartridge and confirm that it
complies with all safety and environmental standards. A consumable bearing the CE mark,
accompanied by its Declaration of Conformity (DoC), guarantees that it can be traced back
to its manufacturer, ensuring accountability and control.

© 2026 Consuprint. All rights reserved.



MAIN SECTION_Declaration of Conformity (DoC)

The presence of the CE marking is essential to ensure that cartridges have been manufactured,

assessed and placed on the market in accordance with standards that minimise risks during use,
given that many may contain hazardous chemicals or materials that compromise the safety of users
and the environment. Thanks to the CE marking and traceability, it is possible to verify product
compliance and respond effectively to any incidents, thereby protecting both consumers and the

environment.

Examples illustrating the risks associated with a lack of

traceability:

Situation 1

There is an uncontrolled ink leak
inside the printer.

e Handling the cartridge without
knowing its composition may
expose you to hazardous
chemicals that canirritate the
skin or eyes, or produce toxic
fumes.

As it is not possible to identify the
manufacturer or the batch, it is
impossible to know whether other
similar cartridges pose a risk.

Situation 2

A child puts a cartridge in his mouth,
exposing himself to dangerous
chemicals.

e Without traceability, it is not
possible to verify their
composition or remove other
potentially dangerous cartridges.

Traceability and CE marking ensure
that product safety can be verified
and that the most vulnerable users
are protected.

© 2026 Consuprint. All rights reserved.
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MAIN SECTION_Declaration of Conformity (DoC)

CE marking

HP Laser Jet_Print Cartridge 05A / CE505A

O

Canon_Laser Cartridge 719 H
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PURCHASE OF CONSUMABLES
Before purchasing

Before purchasing a consumable, it is important to carry out an initial check of the available
information. This can be done in four main ways: via information available online, details visible on
the product itself, the packaging, or documentation provided by the supplier.

The presence of visible certifications, declarations or regulatory references in any of these channels
gives us an initial indication of the consumable’s level of compliance and reduces the risk of
purchasing non-compliant products. If the purchase price is abnormally low, be wary. These ‘cheap
and non-compliant’ products are never found in reputable outlets.

Checking these before purchase helps to ensure that the product meets basic safety, market
control, health and environmental requirements, avoiding subsequent problems and facilitating

the purchasing decision.

MANUFACTURER'S DIRECTLY
WEBSITE FROM A SUPPLIER

<>

ON THE PRODUCT ON THE PACKAGING

Does it not come with Doesn't it have an

European address?
- DO NOT PROCEED @

instructions in the
country language?
~ DO NOT PROCEED @

12
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PURCHASE OF CONSUMABLES_Before purchasing

)\

INDICATORS OF CLONIC OR NON-CONFORMITY

Copied or undated declarations
Incomplete or unclear information on chemical safety

Non-compliance with the CLP Regulation (Classification, Labelling and Packaging) for
chemical substances and mixtures

The excessive and unjustified use of symbols may constitute an offence. Be suspicious if

corresponding Declaration of Conformity.
Failure to register substances under REACH
No reference to Article 33 of REACH

Separate document unrelated to the Declaration of Conformity

Summary: The CE marking is the only requirement, alongside the DoC
(Declaration of Conformity), that must be present on all consumables.

13
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CHECK ITS TRACEABILITY, DOCUMENTATION AND COMPLIANCE

Regulations in different regulatory areas

depending on the access route

REACH Regulation

With the aim of protecting public health, this regulation governs
the use, registration and proper reporting of hazardous chemicals
present in products marketed within the European Union,

requiring manufacturers and importers to act with complete ”?f\y _,5\”
\
transparency. Cy ComQ\

SDS (Safety Data Sheet)

If Substances of Very High Concern (SVHCs) are present in consumables at concentrations
exceeding 0.1%, the REACH Regulation requires that the product be accompanied by an SDS
(Safety Data Sheet). This document contains information on the substances present and
their properties, as well as instructions for safe handling and the measures to be taken in the
event of an emergency.

Key aspects of the Safety Data Sheet (SDS)

e It must contain 16 mandatory sections, in accordance with current regulations. This
document is essential for ensuring the identification of risks, the correct handling of
the product and appropriate action in the event of an emergency.

e Section 1, 1.3 - Product identification:
It must include supplier details and an emergency contact number to be contacted in the
event of an incident (exposure, inhalation, skin contact oraccidental spillage). This
enables a rapid and effective response, minimising risks to health and the environment.

e Section 2 - Hazard identification:
This section sets out the classification of the hazardous product and the warning
pictograms. All warning phrases and symbols indicated in this section must also appear
on the cartridge’s retail packaging, ensuring that the end user has the necessary
information for safe use.

© 2026 Consuprint. All rights reserved.
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CHECK ITS TRACEABILITY, DOCUMENTATION AND COMPLIANCE_
Regulations in different regulatory areas depending on the access route

SAFETY DATA SHEET

Wersion #: 19
Isaue date: 20-Jul-2018
Revision date: 26-Apr-2025
Supersedes date: 10-Aug-2024

—? SECTION 1: Identification of the substance/mixture and of the company/undertaking

Impertant information *** This Safety Data Sheet is only authorised for use by HP for HP Original products. Any
unauthorised use of this Safety Data Sheet is strictly prohibited and may result in legal action
being taken by HP. ***

1.1. Product identifier

Trade name or designation 1CP3ESerias

of the mixture

Registration number =

UFI: BWXW-C25K-X400-54M

Synonyms Naone.

1.2. Relevant identified uses of the substance or mixture and uses advised against
Identified uses Inkjet printing
Uses advised against None known.

1.3. Details of the supplier of the safety data sheat
HF Inc. Polska Sp. z 0.0.
Plac marsz. Jézefa Pilsudskiego 1
Warsaw, Poland 02-678

Telephone +48 22 50 20 670
/" HP Inc. health effects line N
(Toll-free within the US) 1-800-457-4208
(Direct) 1-780-710-0048
HP Inc. Customer Care
Line 1
(Toll-free within the US) 1-800-474-6838
(Direct) 1-208-323-2551
Email: sustainability{@hp. com
1.4 Emergency telephone +1 TE0 710 0048
\ numbear )
SECTION 2: Hazards identification
f 2.1. Classification of the substance or mixtura \
Classification according to Regulation (EC) Mo 127212008 as amended
Health hazards
Skin sensitization Category 1 H31T - May cause an allergic skin

reaction.
2.2. Label elements
Label according to Regulation (EC) Mo. 12T72/2008 as amended

Contains: 1,2-Benzisothiazolin-3-one (Benzisothiazolinona), 2.4.7.9-Tetramathyl-5-decyne-4, 7-diol,
ethoxylated, 2-Methyl-2h-isothiazol-3-one (Methylisothiazolinone)

2

Hazard pictograms

Signal word Warning
Hazard statements
\ H317 May cause an allergic skin reaction. )
Material name: 1CPRESenes B8 POLAND
14208 Version @ 190 Fewvsion date: 25-Apr-2025  Issue date: 20-Jul-201E 1N

*Trademarks are used for descriptive purposes only and are the property of their respective owners.
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CHECK ITS TRACEABILITY, DOCUMENTATION AND COMPLIANCE_
Regulations in different regulatory areas depending on the access route

*For clarity, only the first and last pages of the Safety Data Sheet are shown; the complete sheet
contains all 16 mandatory sections.”

-)( SECTION 16: Other information )

References

Information on evaluation
meathod leading to the
classification of mixture

Full text of any statements,

which are not written out in full
under sections 2 to 15

ﬁﬂgl.lal:k:ln (EC) Mo. 180772006 of December 18, 2006 conceming the Registration, Evaluation,
Authorization and Restricion of Chemicals (REACH) and establishing a Ewropean Chemicals
Agency (REACH).

Regulation (EC) No. 1272/2008 of December 16, 2008 on classification, labeling and packaging of
substances and mixtures, and amendments (CLP).

The information in this document is based on the present state of our knowledge, including but not
limited to the data present in the regisirations of the ingredients, it does not purport to be
all-inclusive and shall be used only as a guide.

This Safety Data Sheet is in compliance with Commission Regulation (EU) 20207878 of 18 June
2020 amending REACH Annex II.

The classification for health and environmental hazards is derived by a combination of calculation
methods and test data, if available.

H301 Toxic if swallowed.

H302 Harmful if swallowed. 1 6
H311 Toxic in contact with skin.

H314 Causes severe skin burns and eye damage.

H315 Causes skin irmtation.

H317 May causa an allergic skin reaction.

H318 Causes senous eye damaga.

Material name: 1CPESanes

S0E POLAND

14206 ‘ersion @ 18 Resision dale: 26-Apr-2025  kssue date: 20-Jul-2018 ain

Full document
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CHECK ITS TRACEABILITY, DOCUMENTATION AND COMPLIANCE_
Regulations in different regulatory areas depending on the access route

How to identify a remanufactured cartridge that has been prepared
for reuse

A remanufactured consumable is one that has been previously used but has undergone various
processes, such as cleaning, inspection and, in some cases, the replacement of components, in
order to restore its functionality and extend its service life. Correct identification is essential to
guarantee the health and safety of users, as well as to ensure the consumable performs optimally
when reused.

Important preliminary note: Market introduction

The reconditioning of a consumable does not constitute the placing of a new product on the
market, but rather its ‘repair’. The declaration of conformity continues to accompany the
product, and the remanufacturer must ensure that any replacement parts and the toner or ink
comply with the applicable legal requirements.

However, if the product has left Europe, its reintroduction does constitute a “placing on the
market” and, therefore, the importer becomes the manufacturer, with the obligation to declare
all substances in the cartridge (plastics, metals, etc.) and its contents.

EOriginal consumables are marked with symbols engraved by the manufacturer, such as the
CE mark, the brand name, the crossed-out wheelie bin symbol (waste bin) or the type of
plastic, amongst others. On compliant remanufactured consumables, these elements are
retained; however, the original brand name is usually ‘covered up’ with a sticker and
replaced with that of the remanufacturer.

In addition, they may feature quality seals, such as the ETIRA seal, which certifies good
practices and environmental responsibility, as well as QR codes containing additional

information that enhance the product’s traceability and transparency.

The main differences are shown below:

© 2026 Consuprint. All rights reserved.
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CHECK ITS TRACEABILITY, DOCUMENTATION AND COMPLIANCE_
Regulations in different regulatory areas depending on the access route

@ Manufacturer s mark, Waste bin and CE marking

HP Laser Jet_Print Cartridge 59A / CF259A

3290

|dentification

Refurbished

HP Laser Jet_Print Cartridge 59X / CF259X

Original brand
covered

Type of plastic

Quality marks

@ Waste bin

@ CE marking

@ Responsible for
refurbishment

18
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CHECK ITS TRACEABILITY, DOCUMENTATION AND COMPLIANCE_
Regulations in different regulatory areas depending on the access route

It is also common to find eco-labels on the packaging. These certify that the product - in this
case, the remanufactured cartridge - meets environmental, safety and quality standards,
providing added value that is particularly important for consumables which may contain
chemical components.

Among the best-known are the Nordic Swan (Nordic Ecolabel) and the Blauer Engel (Blue
Angel).

EMSTAR_Remanufactured Cartridge Box

Nordic Swan Ecolabel:
Certified products and services
Scan for more information!

The presence of these distinctive labels builds confidence among suppliers, customers and in
the consumable itself, as they indicate that the product has been assessed against stringent
European standards regarding sustainability, emissions, recyclability and safety in use.

For further information on these certifications and their technical criteria, please visit their
official websites:

e Nordic Swan: https://www.nordic-swan-ecolabel.org/

* Blauer Engel: https://www.blauer-engel.de

*Trademarks are used for descriptive purposes only and are the property of their respective owners.
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GUIDE FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF HAZARDOUS AND ILLECAL (CLONE)
PRINTER CARTRIDGES

Executive summary

Always ask for the DoC (Declaration of Conformity) and SDS (Safety Data Sheet)

Ensure that the European responsible person signs both documents, the Doc
and the SDS

Choose products with the Eco-label whenever possible

Be wary of an overload of information or icons

The information must be provided in the language
of the country

Check the product and identify:

CE MARKING WASTE BIN

£ China
i export
i osimilar

Complies with Electronic . .
P . Origin and traceability
European regulanons/ waste

G AN /

Although some products may appear to comply through ‘plagiarism’, you should
ask the supplier for additional documentation: a REACH declaration, CLP
declaration, CE certificate, technical data sheet and any available test reports.

If in doubt, consult independent specialists

20
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Safe consumables.
Responsible impact.

This guide forms part of our commitment to transparency, safety and sustainability, providing
tools to identify non-compliant consumables and encourage more responsible decisions.

At Consuprint, we work to drive the circular economy in the printing sector, promoting
traceability, reuse and the proper management of consumables.

By choosing solutions such as those from Consuprint, you are part of a shift towards safer,
circular and more sustainable printing.

For more information, visit consuprint.com

CONSUPRINT

Sustainable IT Services
& Consulting

© 2026 Consuprint. All rights reserved.
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	Guide to identifying non-compliance and risks in the procurement and verification of consumables
	The growing complexity of the printer consumables supply chain, coupled with the rise in ‘clone’ products and the possibility of purchasing them online, makes it essential to have clear and verifiable criteria in place to assess their compliance. We will not go into aspects of intellectual property or patent infringement, as this topic would warrant a separate comprehensive guide. Without these criteria, neither safety, nor our health, nor the protection of the environment can be guaranteed.
	Compliance with regulations is particularly complex, as a single consumable may be subject to requirements from different departments – which increases the risk that some aspect of it may not be met – and it is also true that these provisions are reviewed and updated on a regular basis. Thus, a product that meets current requirements today may no longer do so tomorrow. Furthermore, the various regulations are placing increasing emphasis on full traceability and extended producer responsibility.
	Previous regulations
	Current Situation
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	ENGRAVING

	This guide takes a practical approach to this issue, highlighting that regulatory compliance for printer consumables is a demanding process, and providing criteria for identifying risks of non-compliance through checks.

	Its aim
	To ensure the protection of public health, user safety, respect for the environment and a fair and sustainable market, by exposing unfair practices and helping to identify non-compliant and hazardous consumables that cannot be reused, either technically or legally.
	This objective involves not only supervision and control, but also an educational effort aimed at facilitating manufacturers’, distributors’ and end-users’ understanding of the regulations, promoting a culture of regulatory compliance and shared responsibility, reducing risks and fostering a more transparent and safer environment.

	“Compatible”
	The term ‘compatible cartridge’ – as opposed to original or OEM cartridges – covers products of highly variable quality and performance, ranging from reconditioned or remanufactured cartridges, which have a positive impact on the environment and health, to completely cloned cartridges manufactured by third parties that evade all traceability and fail to comply with standards. It is therefore essential to check for basic elements of compliance and traceability on the product and its packaging. These elements constitute minimum indicators for assessing the legitimacy and safety of the consumable.
	Manufacturer  brand
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	Sticker
	Neither permanent nor indelible Avoids all liability and traceability Result: a cascade of infringements
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	Why is it important to implement the guidelines?
	The widespread failure to comply with regulations governing the sale of consumables makes these products a significant risk, due to their widespread presence on the market, their routine use in enclosed spaces, and the potential release of substances during their use.
	Added to this is their high environmental impact, stemming from their ability to penetrate ecosystems – whether in powder or liquid form – and the resistance of their casings to degradation. Unfortunately, the data confirms an exponential and worrying increase in harmful substances. For the vast majority of this waste, the only viable treatment is incineration, as the plastics would contaminate the material with which they would be mixed during recycling processes.
	For a consumable to be classified as non-hazardous waste, a number of criteria must be met across various departments. If not, this waste is classified as hazardous.

	Unfair competition
	The introduction of a non-compliant or illegal product onto the market constitutes unfair competition, as it disrupts the market and puts manufacturers, distributors and users at risk.

	How to use it
	This guide takes a practical and structured approach that enables printer consumables to be checked quickly and effectively. Each key compliance point is analysed according to:
	What it is: its purpose and function.
	What it should contain: minimum required information.
	What to check: specific aspects to verify validity and consistency.
	Risk indicators: signs that may indicate cloned or non-compliant products.
	Health and safety protection
	Environmental protection
	Fair single market
	In this way, the guide enables a comprehensive assessment of the risks of non-compliance and ensures that consumables comply with current regulations in all relevant respects.

	Declaration of Conformity (DoC)
	A legal document that must be available and accompany each piece of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (EEE) placed on the market, in which the manufacturer or its authorised representative in the EU declares that the product complies with the relevant regulations and sets out the mandatory requirements and certificates.
	Any non-compliance, however minor, automatically  renders the product non-compliant.
	No signature present? ⟶ DO NOT PROCEED
	The Declaration of Conformity (DoC) must always be duly signed by the authorised representative in the EU (EAR). Without these two requirements, the product is not valid.
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	Full document
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	CE marking
	CE marking is a mandatory symbol in the European Union that guarantees a product complies with all requirements, provided it is supported by a valid Declaration of Conformity (DoC). It should be noted that the marking alone has no value, and that its incorrect use is one of the main indicators of counterfeit or non-compliant products.
	In the case of consumables, the mandatory legislation and regulations are: RoHS (Restriction of Hazardous Substances), REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals), WEEE (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment), EMC (Electromagnetic Compatibility), CLP (Classification, Labelling and Packaging) and GPSR (General Product Safety Regulation); as well as the regulations relating to the CE marking.
	CE marking + DoC (Declaration of Conformity) duly signed by an EAR (European Authorised Representative)
	It must ensure traceability —by being permanently, visibly and legibly displayed— and Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR). In the case of consumables, this does not apply solely to the packaging!
	Market surveillance authorities must be able, for a minimum period of 10 years, to identify the economic operator who placed the product on the market and their European representative.


	The importance of traceability in consumables
	Traceability makes it possible to identify the origin of a cartridge and confirm that it complies with all safety and environmental standards. A consumable bearing the CE mark, accompanied by its Declaration of Conformity (DoC), guarantees that it can be traced back to its manufacturer, ensuring accountability and control.
	The presence of the CE marking is essential to ensure that cartridges have been manufactured, assessed and placed on the market in accordance with standards that minimise risks during use, given that many may contain hazardous chemicals or materials that compromise the safety of users and the environment. Thanks to the CE marking and traceability, it is possible to verify product compliance and respond effectively to any incidents, thereby protecting both consumers and the environment.

	Examples illustrating the risks associated with a lack of traceability:
	There is an uncontrolled ink leak inside the printer.
	Handling the cartridge without knowing its composition may expose you to hazardous chemicals that can irritate the skin or eyes, or produce toxic fumes.
	As it is not possible to identify the manufacturer or the batch, it is impossible to know whether other similar cartridges pose a risk.
	A child puts a cartridge in his mouth, exposing himself to dangerous chemicals.
	Without traceability, it is not possible to verify their composition or remove other potentially dangerous cartridges.
	Traceability and CE marking ensure that product safety can be verified and that the most vulnerable users are protected.

	CE marking
	*Trademarks are used for descriptive purposes only and are the property of their respective owners.

	Before purchasing
	Before purchasing a consumable, it is important to carry out an initial check of the available information. This can be done in four main ways: via information available online, details visible on the product itself, the packaging, or documentation provided by the supplier.
	The presence of visible certifications, declarations or regulatory references in any of these channels gives us an initial indication of the consumable’s level of compliance and reduces the risk of purchasing non-compliant products. If the purchase price is abnormally low, be wary. These ‘cheap and non-compliant’ products are never found in reputable outlets.
	Checking these before purchase helps to ensure that the product meets basic safety, market control, health and environmental requirements, avoiding subsequent problems and facilitating the purchasing decision.
	MANUFACTURER'S  WEBSITE
	DIRECTLY FROM A SUPPLIER
	ON THE PRODUCT
	ON THE PACKAGING
	Does it not come with instructions in the  country language?  ⟶ DO NOT PROCEED
	Doesn't it have an  European address?  ⟶ DO NOT PROCEED

	INDICATORS OF CLONIC OR NON-CONFORMITY
	Copied or undated declarations
	Incomplete or unclear information on chemical safety
	Non-compliance with the CLP Regulation (Classification, Labelling and Packaging) for chemical substances and mixtures
	The excessive and unjustified use of symbols may constitute an offence. Be suspicious if this is the case. In reality, the only symbol required is the CE marking and the corresponding Declaration of Conformity.
	Failure to register substances under REACH
	No reference to Article 33 of REACH
	Separate document unrelated to the Declaration of Conformity
	Summary: The CE marking is the only requirement, alongside the DoC (Declaration of Conformity), that must be present on all consumables.
	*Trademarks are used for descriptive purposes only and are the property of their respective owners.


	Regulations in different regulatory areas depending on the access route
	REACH Regulation
	With the aim of protecting public health, this regulation governs the use, registration and proper reporting of hazardous chemicals present in products marketed within the European Union, requiring manufacturers and importers to act with complete transparency.
	REACH  Compliant

	SDS (Safety Data Sheet)
	If Substances of Very High Concern (SVHCs) are present in consumables at concentrations exceeding 0.1%, the REACH Regulation requires that the product be accompanied by an SDS (Safety Data Sheet). This document contains information on the substances present and their properties, as well as instructions for safe handling and the measures to be taken in the event of an emergency.

	Key aspects of the Safety Data Sheet (SDS)
	It must contain 16 mandatory sections, in accordance with current regulations. This document is essential for ensuring the identification of risks, the correct handling of the product and appropriate action in the event of an emergency.
	Section 1, 1.3 – Product identification:
	It must include supplier details and an emergency contact number to be contacted in the event of an incident (exposure, inhalation, skin contact or accidental spillage). This enables a rapid and effective response, minimising risks to health and the environment.
	Section 2 – Hazard identification:
	This section sets out the classification of the hazardous product and the warning pictograms. All warning phrases and symbols indicated in this section must also appear on the cartridge’s retail packaging, ensuring that the end user has the necessary information for safe use.

	*Trademarks are used for descriptive purposes only and are the property of their respective owners.
	*For clarity, only the first and last pages of the Safety Data Sheet are shown; the complete sheet contains all 16 mandatory sections.”
	Full document
	*Trademarks are used for descriptive purposes only and are the property of their respective owners.


	How to identify a remanufactured cartridge that has been prepared for reuse
	A remanufactured consumable is one that has been previously used but has undergone various processes, such as cleaning, inspection and, in some cases, the replacement of components, in order to restore its functionality and extend its service life. Correct identification is essential to guarantee the health and safety of users, as well as to ensure the consumable performs optimally when reused.

	Important preliminary note: Market introduction
	The reconditioning of a consumable does not constitute the placing of a new product on the market, but rather its ‘repair’. The declaration of conformity continues to accompany the product, and the remanufacturer must ensure that any replacement parts and the toner or ink comply with the applicable legal requirements.
	However, if the product has left Europe, its reintroduction does constitute a “placing on the market” and, therefore, the importer becomes the manufacturer, with the obligation to declare all substances in the cartridge (plastics, metals, etc.) and its contents.
	EOriginal consumables are marked with symbols engraved by the manufacturer, such as the CE mark, the brand name, the crossed-out wheelie bin symbol (waste bin) or the type of plastic, amongst others. On compliant remanufactured consumables, these elements are retained; however, the original brand name is usually ‘covered up’ with a sticker and replaced with that of the remanufacturer.
	In addition, they may feature quality seals, such as the ETIRA seal, which certifies good practices and environmental responsibility, as well as QR codes containing additional information that enhance the product’s traceability and transparency.
	The main differences are shown below:

	OEM
	Manufacturer's mark, Waste bin and CE marking
	Type of  plastic
	Identification
	Original brand covered
	Refurbished
	Quality marks
	Waste bin
	Type of plastic
	CE marking
	Responsible for  refurbishment
	*Trademarks are used for descriptive purposes only and are the property of their respective owners.



	It is also common to find eco-labels on the packaging. These certify that the product – in this case, the remanufactured cartridge – meets environmental, safety and quality standards, providing added value that is particularly important for consumables which may contain chemical components.
	Among the best-known are the Nordic Swan (Nordic Ecolabel) and the Blauer Engel (Blue Angel).
	The presence of these distinctive labels builds confidence among suppliers, customers and in the consumable itself, as they indicate that the product has been assessed against stringent European standards regarding sustainability, emissions, recyclability and safety in use.
	For further information on these certifications and their technical criteria, please visit their official websites:
	Nordic Swan: https://www.nordic-swan-ecolabel.org/
	Blauer Engel: https://www.blauer-engel.de
	*Trademarks are used for descriptive purposes only and are the property of their respective owners.

	Executive summary
	Always ask for the DoC (Declaration of Conformity) and SDS (Safety Data Sheet)
	Ensure that the European responsible person signs both documents, the Doc  and the SDS
	BRAND
	Origin and traceability


	Choose products with the Eco-label whenever possible
	Be wary of an overload of information or icons
	The information must be provided in the language  of the country
	Check the product and identify:
	CE MARKING
	Complies with European regulations

	WASTE BIN
	Electronic  waste


	Although some products may appear to comply through ‘plagiarism’, you should ask the supplier for additional documentation: a REACH declaration, CLP declaration, CE certificate, technical data sheet and any available test reports.
	If in doubt, consult independent specialists
	*Trademarks are used for descriptive purposes only and are the property of their respective owners.


	Safe consumables.  Responsible impact.
	This guide forms part of our commitment to transparency, safety and sustainability, providing tools to identify non-compliant consumables and encourage more responsible decisions.
	At Consuprint, we work to drive the circular economy in the printing sector, promoting traceability, reuse and the proper management of consumables.
	By choosing solutions such as those from Consuprint, you are part of a shift towards safer, circular and more sustainable printing.
	For more information, visit consuprint.com


